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MARDI GRAS HARLEQUIN and FEATHER MASKS

French and Spanish settlers in New Orleans brought mask traditions from
European carnival celebrations. Over the years these mask have evolved a
character of their own. There are many different masks worn during Mardi
Gras in Louisiana. Two styles, the harlequin and the feather mask are the
most popular.

The harlequin is a comic servant who is lazy but energetic, stupid but clever.
The harlequin's pattern is diamond shaped in blue, red, and green colors and
is joined with a yellow outline.

The feather mask is popular for its bright colors and for the wide variety of
feathers used. Many have simple feathers attached to one side of the mask
while others are completely covered with exotic feathers.

MATERIALS

- Card stock

- Scissors

- Y Inch elastic string
- Stapler

- Markers, sequins, jewels, glitter glue, other decorative material
- Feathers

- Masking tape

- Craft knife

DIRECTIONS Harlequin Mask

1. Print mask on card stock and cut out.

2. Cut out eyes and decorate mask with traditional harlequin
colors. See mask examples for ideas.

3. Using masking tape, attach string flaps to sides of mask.
4. Cut two equal lengths of elastic string and staple to flaps.

5. Measure head then tie elastic string.

DIRECTIONS Feather Mask

1. Print mask on card stock and cut out.

2. Cut out eyes and decorate mask with feathers. These can be glued to
the front or back of the mask.

3. Using masking tape, attach string flaps to sides of mask.
4. Cut two equal lengths of elastic string and staple to flaps.

5. Measure head then tie elastic string.

Mardi Gras Masks
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