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VEJIGANTE MASK 
The Vejigante (bay-he-GAHN-tay), a traditional character of the Carnaval de 
Ponce in Puerto Rico, is a mix of African, Spanish, and Caribbean influences. 
The vejigante is such an old character that he is even mentioned in the 
classic novel Don Quixote written in 1605. 
 
The name vejigante comes from the Spanish word for bladder, vejiga. The 
Vejigante inflates a dried cow's bladder, fills it with pebbles and paints it to 
resemble a balloon. The costume is made from scraps of fabric and looks like 
a clown suit with a cape and batwings under the arms  
 
During carnival vejigantes roam the streets in groups and chase children with 
their vejigas, giving them a playful whack. 
 

 

 
- Markers, sequins, jewels, glitter glue, other decorative material 
- Stapler 
- Masking tape  
 

 

MATERIALS 
- Colored paper and cardstock   
- Scissors 
- Glue stick or school glue 
- ¼ Inch elastic string 
 

 
 

 

               
                       Illustration 1                                      Illustration 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DIRECTIONS 
1. Print Vejigante mask template on cardstock.  
 

2. Cut out mask. Use craft knife to remove eyeholes.  
 

3. Use craft knife to cut slits along grey lines. See 
    illustration 2. 
 

4. Cut the longer line of triangles on the mask.  
    See illustration 1.  
 

5. Place double stick tape on top of grey areas. Pull the flap  
    down over the triangle and press.  
 

6. Print horn templates on paper and cut out. Fold along  
    dotted lines.  
 

7. Apply double stick tape to flap and bend triangle into a  
    cone. Bend bottom flaps out. These will be used to attach  
    horn to mask.  
 

8. Slide horn flap through slits on mask and attach with tape.  
 

9. Cut out side flaps and attach to inside of mask along the  
    eye line. 
 

10. Cut two equal lengths of elastic string and staple to flaps. 
 

11. Measure head then tie elastic string.  
 
12. Decorate mask. 
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