AYS MULTICULTURAL ARTS & PEOPLE

WORLD CARNEVALE: Maracatu Banner

The Maracatu Nagdo (Maracatu Nation) carnival clubs began in
the early 19" Century in Brazil when plantation owners
organized their African slaves into "nations" according to their
tribal origins. The processions were accompanied by drummers
playing African polyrhythms, known as maracatus.

During the Carnaval de Olinda Maracatu groups parade to the

rhythm of drums, wearing beautifully decorated costumes. -

Each group is led by the Porta Estandarte (Standard Bearer) who CARNAVAL de OLINDA
is dressed in a period costume (typically Louis XV), he holds the 2““‘“:“

flag with the name, symbols and colors of the Maracatu group.

MATERIALS 3. Cut and unfold. The cloth should look similar to the example
e Decorative material: markers, sequins, glitter glue , etc below.

e Cloth (approximately 3 feet by 4 feet)
e Fabric glue

® Scissors

e Hacksaw

® % inch PVC pipe (20 feet long)

® % inch PCV Tjoint

DIRECTIONS
1. Use hacksaw to cut PVC pipe into the following lengths:
2 feet, 2 feet, 6 feet. *ADULT NEEDED

2. Fold cloth in half lengthwise and draw three rectangles 4
inches long on the top. These will be the hanging straps. Then | , Place 6 foot section along the straps. Fold straps down over
draw the outline of the banner shape along the left edge (not the pipe and glue. Place a 2 foot section of pipe vertically in
along the crease). the middle of the banner. Place a strap cut out over top and

glue down. After glue has dried remove both pipes.
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5. Decorate the front of the banner.

6. When the banner is finished place the T joint in between
the middle strips. Slide the 2 foot pipes through the hanging
straps on either side and connect.

7. Slide the 6 foot pole through the middle strap and connect to
the bottom of the T joint.

TIPS

1. Combine scraps of other cloth for decorations.

2. Before you choose the banner shape practice several
banner outlines on paper.

3. Paint the banner poles with metallic spray paint.

Maracatu Banners from Olinda, Brazil
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